
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

 

VILLAGE OF NEW LENOX PLAN COMMISSION 

 

Held in the New Lenox Village Hall, 1 Veterans Parkway 

 

Tuesday, April 17, 2012    7:00 p.m. 

 

#12-04-B 

   

CALL TO ORDER     

 

A regular meeting of the Village of New Lenox Plan Commission was called to order at 

7:01 p.m. by Chairman Mark Muehlnickel, with a quorum present. 

 

Chairman Mark Muehlnickel led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Upon roll call, the following were present:  Chairman Mark Muehlnickel, Commissioners 

Joan Byerley, Rob Moss, Tony Orsini, Annette Boyd, and Gary Berner.   

 

The following was absent:  Commissioner John Kuchler. 

 

Also present was:  Senior Planner Jeff Smith. 

 

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF A REGULAR PLAN 

COMMISSION MEETING OF APRIL 3, 2012 

 

Chairman Muehlnickel entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the April 3, 2012, 

Plan Commission meeting.   Commissioner Boyd made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Berner.  Voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 

 

TEXT AMENDMENT (Public Hearing) 

Wall Signs in Hospital District  

 

Chairman Muehlnickel entertained a motion to open the public hearing at 7:02 p.m.  

Motion was made by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Berner.  Voice vote 

was taken.  Motion carried. 

 

Senior Planner Jeff Smith stated that the Village received a sign permit application for the 

Silver Cross Hospital cancer center.  Jeff referred to depictions on the overhead projector 

that displayed the west building wall and the south building wall elevations.  Because of 
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the offsets of the building, the wall signs were not in compliance with the maximum 

allowable square-footage on both building walls.  

 

It is Staff’s opinion that the offsets should be not included in the Hospital zoning district, 

and furthermore, the Sign Code should be amended for the H District to exclude the offsets 

in terms of calculating the maximum area for wall signs. 

 

Geoff Tryon, Vice President of Operations for Silver Cross Hospital, along with Theresa 

Quinn, the Administrative Director of Silver Cross Hospital who will be overseeing the 

cancer center, were present to answer any questions about the requested text amendment. 

Bill Van Bruggen of Van Bruggen Signs was also available for questions. 

 

The new cancer center is in a joint venture with the University of Chicago and Silver Cross 

Hospital.  The University of Chicago is internationally known for their cancer program.  

The name of the facility, as well as a dedicated name from a donator, will be placed on the 

building. 

 

Chairman Muehlnickel asked if the Czerkles were affiliated with the University of Chicago 

or if they were affiliated with Silver Cross Hospital. 

 

Geoff Tryon stated that the Czerkles were local individuals. 

 

Chairman Muehlnickel entertained a motion to close the public hearing at 7:05 p.m.  

Commissioner Boyd made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Orsini.  Voice vote was 

taken.  Motion carried.  

 

Chairman Muehlnickel entertained a motion to recommend approval of the text 

amendment as drafted by Staff.  Commissioner Moss made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Byerley.  Voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Chairman Muehlnickel requested status on the senior housing facility. 

 

Jeff Smith informed that the senior housing facility proceeded to the Village Board for a 

public hearing for an amendment to the Annexation Agreement, as well as for review of 

the Preliminary P.U.D. Plat.  There was a first read ordinance review for both requests, 

with comments and concerns pertaining to the aesthetics of the building and the scale of 

the building in comparison to the site.  The petitioner provided additional recreational open 

space, but some of the trustees felt it was still insufficient.  The requests will soon go back 

to the Village Board for discussion.  Amending the Annexation Agreement not only covers 

the specific Calistoga commercial properties for Lenox Place, but it can also include the 

entire Calistoga residential and commercial areas. 
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Commissioner Berner mentioned that the Plan Commission members were previously 

requested to complete an online course (open meetings), which required a certificate to be 

provided to the Village Clerk upon completion. 

 

Senior Planner Jeff Smith responded that he will research and forward the necessary 

information to the Plan Commission. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Jeff Smith noted that the regular scheduled Plan Commission meeting on May 1, 2012, 

will include two public hearings.  The Zoning Board of Appeals will also hold a public 

hearing. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

   

Chairman Muehlnickel entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:09 p.m.  Motion 

was made by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Byerley.  Voice vote was 

taken.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Lorrie M. Sowko - Secretary 
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VILLAGE OF NEW LENOX ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
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#12-04-B   ZBA 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

A regular meeting of the Village of New Lenox Zoning Board of Appeals was called to order at 7:10 

p.m., by Chairman Mark Muehlnickel, with a quorum present. 
 

ROLL CALL  
 

Upon roll call, the following were present:  Chairman Mark Muehlnickel, Commissioners Joan 

Byerley, Rob Moss, Tony Orsini, Annette Boyd, and Gary Berner.   

 

The following was absent:  Commissioner John Kuchler. 

 

Also present was:  Senior Planner Jeff Smith. 
 

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF A REGULAR ZONING BOARD OF 

APPEALS MEETING OF APRIL 3, 2012 
 

Chairman Muehlnickel entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the April 3, 2012, Zoning Board 

of Appeals meeting.  Commissioner Boyd made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Orsini.  Voice 

vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 

OLD BUSINESS  
 

None.  
 

NEW BUSINESS  
 

Chairman Muehlnickel asked for information on the public hearing for May 1, 2012. 

 

Jeff Smith responded that there will be a public hearing regarding a lot width variance request for a 

property on Gougar Road. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Chairman Muehlnickel entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:11 p.m.  Motion was made by 

Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Moss.  Voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 

 

 

____________________________  

Lorrie M. Sowko – Secretary 


