MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

VILLAGE OF NEW LENOX PLAN COMMISSION

Held in the New Lenox Village Hall, 1 Veterans Parkway

Tuesday, October 16,2012 7:00 p.m.

#12-10-B

CALL TO ORDER

A regular meeting of the Village of New Lenox Plan Commission was called to order at 7:07
p.m. by Chairman Mark Muehlnickel, with a quorum present.

Chairman Mark Muehlnickel led the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL

Upon roll call, the following were present: Chairman Mark Muehlnickel, Commissioners Rob
Moss, Gary Berner, and Joan Byerley.

The following were absent: Commissioners Annette Boyd, John Kuchler, and Tony Orsini.

Also present were: Senior Planner Jeff Smith, Director of Economic Development Nancy Hoehn
and Secretary Lorrie Sowko.

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF A REGULAR PLAN COMMISSION
MEETING OF OCTOBER 2, 2012

Chairman Muehlnickel entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the October 2, 2012, Plan
Commission meeting. Commissioner Berner made a motion, seconded by Commissioner
Byerley. Voice vote was taken. Motion carried.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

Economic Development Director Nancy Hoehn was present to give an economic overview of the
commercial development for New Lenox.

Nancy Hoehn and Director of Community Development Robin Ellis attended the International
Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC) conference in Chicago during the first week of October and
were available to answer questions regarding the marketing strategy for New Lenox.

Robin Ellis and Nancy Hoehn also attended a larger ICSC conference in Las Vegas, Nevada, in
May of 2012, and had a booth set up to represent the Village.
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The 4-day conference in Las Vegas had 34,000 attendees, 900 exhibitors and the size of the
convention center was 800,000 square feet. Trustees David Butterfield and Annette Bowden
also attended the Las Vegas conference.

There is a section of the conference that congregated the municipalities. The attendees took
notes and exchanged e-mail addresses and proceeded to e-mail different businesses after
returning.

The retailers attracted most of the attention. Some restaurants had food samples available.

The main focus for New Lenox was to promote the I-355 interchange, which is an ideal location
that presently contains a hospital and cancer treatment center.

Businesses have interest but the market is different than it was 5 years ago.

There was an expo at the conference for retailers that sell materials to build commercial sites.
Nancy then commented that Midwest Bank is taking possession of the property proposed for the
Spring Creek development. There is a possibility this development will be proposed again with a
new developer.

Nancy provided the Plan Commission with demographic data that detailed items relating to
population, housing and income characteristics for areas within a particular mileage radius of a
specific intersection such as U.S. Route 6 and I-355. Based on this data, marketing strategies can

be developed.

Some retailers feel that New Lenox can shop in Orland Park and Tinley Park areas, rather than
have the necessity of stores/malls in New Lenox.

The Village tries to convince the retailers that New Lenox has its own market, and therefore,
retail development in New Lenox would draw consumers from the Elwood, Manhattan,

Wilmington, and other nearby communities.

Potential retailers are told that the region is a desirable marketplace that includes attractions such
as an arboretum, race track, casinos, etc.

Commissioner Moss asked what restaurants are interested in locating in the Village.
Nancy informed that the restaurant market is hot and cold.

Olive Garden had interest in locating on the Portillo’s Restaurant site. Basically, the only lots
remaining that could accommodate restaurants are the outlots at the Walmart shopping center.
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Jersey Mike’s is looking for a location along with Buffalo Wild Wings, but there are no tentative
plans.

The higher end restaurants will be located by the future (potential) outlet mall on U.S. Route 6.
The leasing for that mall is going well.

There is also interest in small box tenants within available lots in the New Lenox Town Center
(Wal-Mart).

Chairman Muehlnickel asked what is considered a small box.
Nancy mentioned some small box tenants.
Chairman Muehlnickel asked if there is interest in the purchasing of existing sites.

Nancy stated that there was interest in some redevelopment such as the House of Hughes
building along with the adjacent dry cleaners, but it would be a very expensive venture.

Since the Village approved annexation for the Shepherd and Kubacek properties at U.S. Route
30 and Pleasant Street, the company that took over Gas City had interest in redevelopment, but
nothing has transpired as of yet.

Chairman Muehlnickel asked if the Laraway Road corridor was stagnant and also if there has
been interest in lodging facilities locating in the Village.

Nancy replied that it will be quite some time before Laraway Road will generate additional retail
development. It is possible that the Laraway Road area will have automotive needs development
such as a store similar to Autozone.

There was interest in a hotel near the cancer treatment center, but hotel chains feel that the hotels
located in Tinley Park are in close enough proximity to New Lenox.

Commissioner Berner asked for the size of the Portillo’s lot and if there were other outlots the
same size to match similar users.

Nancy responded that the Portillo’s lot is 2 acres. Most of the remaining vacant outlots are 1.5
acres or less, which would accommodate smaller users. Lot lines can be moved to accommodate
larger users.

Commissioner Moss asked how Culvers and White Castle are doing since the opening of
Portillo’s Restaurant.

Nancy stated that the owner of Culvers is very community-minded, and the Mayor assured him
that business will not be hindered.
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Gatto’s Restaurant did not feel any negative impacts from the opening of Portillo’s Restaurant.

Nancy invited the Commissioners to contact her at any time for any additional information.

OLD BUSINESS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

Jeff Smith informed that there is a meeting scheduled for November 6, 2012, which includes a
public hearing for a variance on the ZBA agenda.

ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Muehlnickel entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:51 p.m. Motion was
made by Commissioner Berner, seconded by Commissioner Kuchler. Voice vote was taken.
Motion carried unanimously.

Lorrie M. Sowko — Secretary



