MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

VILLAGE OF NEW LENOX PLAN COMMISSION

Held in the New Lenox Village Hall, 1 Veterans Parkway

Tuesday, November 20,2012 7:00 p.m.

#12-11-B

CALL TO ORDER

A regular meeting of the Village of New Lenox Plan Commission was called to order at 7:01
p.m. by Chairman Mark Muehlnickel, with a quorum present.

Chairman Mark Muehlnickel led the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL

Upon roll call, the following were present: Chairman Mark Muehlnickel, Commissioners Rob
Moss, Annette Boyd, Gary Berner and Joan Byerley.

The following was absent: Commissioner John Kuchler.

Also present were: Director of Community Development Robin Ellis and Secretary Lorrie
Sowko.

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF A REGULAR PLAN COMMISSION
MEETING OF NOVEMBER 4, 2012

Chairman Muehlnickel entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the November 4, 2012
Plan Commission meeting. Commissioner Moss made a motion, seconded by Commissioner
Byerley. Voice vote was taken. Motion carried.

TEXT AMENDMENT — FENCE REGULATIONS (Public Hearing)

Chairman Muehlnickel entertained a motion to open the public hearing at 7:03 p.m. Motion was
made by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Berner. Voice vote was taken.
Motion carried.

Director of Community Development Robin Ellis explained that the text amendment has two
components.

1. The Village requires a 6-foot tall fence for swimming pools that must be located around
the yard or on the pool, having an effective height on the pool that amounts to 6 feet, with
a self-latching gate.
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There are many subdivisions that have covenants that only allow 5-foot fences. Other
communities require 4- and 5-foot fences. A four-foot fence is the actual requirement
from the International Residential Code. The 6 feet is an increase over what is nationally
required.

This proposal is to reduce the required fencing around a pool from 6 feet to 5 feet.
2. The second component pertains to fences in the front yard.

The Village receives many inquiries from homeowners on corner lots who want to fence
in what they consider to be their rear yard, but is treated as a front yard by the Village
Code, due to the fact that it is along a public street. The Mayor and Village Board
discussed this issue and wanted to move forward with something that would allow the
height in the front yard to increase from 3 feet to 4 feet.

As the ordinance is written, it is not limited to corner lots, and Robin is requesting Plan
Commission input as to whether this should only be allowed if a resident is located on a
corner lot, or if the approval should include all residential lots, which would change the
streetscape of residential subdivisions.

Currently, not many residents erect a 3-foot fence that is allowed, more than likely
because it does not provide much privacy. If children or dogs are taken into
consideration, a 3-foot fence may not be tall enough. A 4-foot fence may entice more
residents to construct a fence in certain situations.

The Plan Commission should review this proposal and give a recommendation whether to
allow a 4-foot fence on interior block lots or just limit it to corner lots.

The other caveat is the visibility concern regarding corner lots. The problem arises if a
neighbor’s driveway is along the property line, and the fence would obstruct the view for
most vehicles.

Robin Ellis drafted the clear sight language from the landscape portion of the Zoning
Ordinance to stipulate that a clear sight area is necessary so that people backing out of
their driveways would be able to see.

Chairman Muehlnickel asked if a person could have a fence even in the front of the house.

Robin Ellis responded that a fence even in the front of a house would be permitted if the text
amendment is approved as currently drafted.

Chairman Muehlnickel asked the Plan Commission if there is any objection to decrease the
maximum fence height around a pool from 6 feet to 5 feet.
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He also added that some pools are dug into the ground on a sloped grade and wanted to know if
the 5-foot requirement would be applicable.

Robin Ellis replied that the requirement would be 5 feet from the highest portion of the grade.

Commissioner Berner commented that he has a 5-foot fence in his back yard and does not
believe that anyone could scale a 5-foot fence. He is in favor of the 5-foot fence requirement.

There was no opposition to changing the 6-foot fence height requirement for pools to 5 feet.

Chairman Muehlnickel added that he has no opposition to the front yard fence height being
increased from 3 feet to 4 feet, but not to exceed 4 feet. He does not, however, recommend a
fence to extend into the front yard and should be limited to rear yards on corner lots only.

Chairman Muehlnickel questioned the height of a gate, which is required to be 3 feet tall.

Robin Ellis stated that the maximum height would apply to a gate as well as a fence, and is
currently 3 feet in the front yard.

Commissioner Berner agreed that a 3-foot fence maximum height is sufficient to avoid sight
blockage. A wrought iron fence or some type of fence that is translucent may be an option.

He also asked if there is a height limit on shrubbery.

Robin Ellis notified Commissioner Berner that there are shrubbery height limitations for corner
intersections. The ordinance does not strictly prohibit shrubbery height within front yards of
residential lots.

Commissioner Byerley expressed that she agrees with Commissioner Berner and Chairman
Muehlnickel’s recommendations.

Chairman Muehlnickel entertained a motion to close the hearing at 7:17 p.m. Commissioner
Boyd made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Moss. Voice vote was taken. Motion carried.

Chairman Muehlnickel entertained a motion to approve the text amendments to reduce the height
of fences around pools from 6 feet to 5 feet and to increase the fence height from 3 feet to 4 feet
for corner lots, but not changing the front yard fence height from 3 feet to 4 feet on other lots.
Motion was made by Commissioner Berner, seconded by Commissioner Moss. Voice vote was
taken. Motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

None.
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NEW BUSINESS

Robin Ellis informed that there is no meeting scheduled for December 4, 2012, but there will be
a public hearing for a text amendment for electronic message center signs on the December 18,
2012, Plan Commission agenda.

Commissioner Tony Orsini has resigned from the Plan Commission, due to a career change. The
Mayor is working on a replacement.

ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Muehlnickel entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 p.m. Motion was
made by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Berner. Voice vote was taken.
Motion carried unanimously.

Lorrie M. Sowko — Secretary



