
 

 

 

COUNCIL OF THE WHOLE MEETING  

NEW LENOX BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

New Lenox Village Hall,  

One Veterans Parkway 

Monday, March 17, 2014 

 

#14-07 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Council of the Whole Meeting of the New Lenox Village Board of Trustees was 

called to order at 7:00p.m.by Mayor Baldermann in the Council Chambers of the New 

Lenox Village Hall. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Upon Roll Call by the Clerk, the following members of the corporate authorities 

answered “Here” or “Present”: 

 

 Trustees Bowden, Tuminello, Dye, Smith and Mayor Baldermann 

 

Absent: 

 

Trustees Madsen and Butterfield  

 

QUORUM 

There being a sufficient number of members of the corporate authorities in attendance to 

constitute a quorum, the meeting was declared in order. 

 

OTHER OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE 

Also in attendance were the Village Administrator Kurt Carroll, Village Clerk Laura 

Ruhl, Finance Director Kim Auchstetter, Police Chief Bob Sterba, Community 

Development Director/Assistant Administrator Robin Ellis, Village Engineer Will Nash, 

Attorney Marty Shanahan, Water Department Superintendent Brian Williams, Economic 

Development Director Nancy Hoehn and Building and Zoning Administrator Warren 

Rendleman. 

 

Discussion of New Lenox Town Center Master Plan 

The Village’s consultant planners for the Town Center Master Plan, Ginkgo, introduced 

themselves and shared their accomplishments. Ginkgo brought a draft plan and presented 

illustrations for the Village Board. The proposed plan is bordered on the east by the 

Police Station and the New Lenox Library, on the west by the movie theater, on the south 

by Haven Avenue and/or the bike path and on the north along Route 30. The plan 

encompassed land that has yet to be developed as well as properties along Route 30 that 

could best serve New Lenox if redeveloped.  

 

The Board discussed the pros and cons and possible changes to the proposed plan. The 

Board also discussed ideas to finance this project. They went over a possible phasing 

strategy.  
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Discussion of Building Code Update 

Mr. Rendleman reported that Staff has been reviewing the 2012 edition of all the 

International Code. This includes the residential, building, electric, mechanical, fuel gas, 

fire and property maintenance codes and local codes. Since the Village’s last code 

adoption in 2007 there has been approximately 40 code changes of the 2006 code that 

need to be added. Mr. Rendleman explained that in the 2009 and 2012 editions of the 

International Residential Code contain mandatory sprinkler requirements in single family 

homes. This requirement has been a major concern with municipalities and their code 

adoptions. Mr. Rendleman reported that he had discussed the sprinkler requirements with 

Fire Chief Meade who was comfortable with New Lenox deleting the sprinkler 

requirement for single family homes but would like to discuss with the Board increasing 

the sprinkler thresholds in commercial buildings. Chief Meade would like to adopt a 

requirement that all commercial buildings greater than 5,000 sq. ft. be provided with 

sprinklers regardless of whether it’s wood frame or non-combustible. Mr. Rendleman 

reported that typically for a standard commercial building or business, once you get over 

12,000 square foot the sprinklers kick in for most of those buildings. Depending on how 

big the building, or its use and what you build it out of and the occupancy, there’s 

different thresholds for sprinkler requirements. 

 

 Mayor Baldermann and the Board briefly discussed the different categories of buildings 

and the sprinkler requirements. The discussion turned to buildings having firewalls 

between the businesses. The Board also concurred that this requirement would hurt our 

development. 

 

Mr. Rendleman explained that under the International Building Code you can put up a 

two hour fire separation wall which will separate the two businesses and constitute them 

separate buildings. So you could have 10,000 square foot building with 5,000 on each 

side with a two hour firewall and not be required to have sprinklers. The example of L.A. 

Café’s fire was discussed. He said one of the proposals from the Fire District would be to 

take out the firewall separation requirement and say the overall footprint of the building 

is what dictates the size of the building. Mr. Rendleman noted that in the past New Lenox 

has always been content with the way the International Building Code is set up. This 

request from the Fire District would be 5,000 square foot across the board would be 

required to have sprinklers. 

 

A representative of the New Lenox Fire District addressed the Village Board saying they 

are proposing sprinklers for 5,000 square foot buildings because operationally it makes 

sense. He a typical hose line is about 200 feet long. When entering a building we are 

operating with 150-160 feet of hose. He said if a building is 5,000 square feet the 

sprinkles can keep the fire in check. He said the longest hose can go 1,000 feet. 

 

Mayor Baldermann stated the International Code seems to make sense. The Board 

concurred to not to deviate from the code. 

 

Mr. Rendleman reported that the Fire District is also requesting to require floor level exit 

signs for all R-2 occupancies in addition to upper signs. The R-1 and R-2 occupancy 
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(building use groups) is based on the building code definition and includes hotels, motels 

and apartment buildings. He said it’s common in other towns. 

Mr. Rendleman reported he hopes to come back to the Board in April with draft Building 

Codes for formal approval.  

 

Discussion of Waste Collection 

Mr. Carroll reported the Village’s current agreement is set to expire in September of 

2014. In anticipation of addressing this Staff is seeking policy decisions from the Board 

regarding future desires for this service. Mr. Carroll went over the current service the 

Village has. He discussed staying with stickers for additional garbage.  

 

The Board had a discussion of the sticker program and the pick-up of large items. 

 

The Board concurred to keep the sticker program, keep the same pick-up days (Thursday 

and Friday), recycling every other week and free leaf bags for seniors.  

 

Adjourn 

Motion to Adjourn the Meeting made by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Dye.  

Upon voice vote, the motion carried unanimously. The Council of the Whole Meeting of 

the Village of New Lenox Board of Trustees held on March 17, 2014 was adjourned at 

8:40p.m. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Laura Ruhl, Village Clerk     


