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COUNCIL OF THE WHOLE MEETING  

NEW LENOX BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

New Lenox Village Hall,  

One Veterans Parkway 

Monday, June 20, 2016 

 

#16-16 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Council of the Whole Meeting of the New Lenox Village Board of Trustees was 

called to order at 7: 01p.m. by Mayor Baldermann in the Council Chambers of the New 

Lenox Village Hall. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Upon Roll Call by the Clerk, the following members of the corporate authorities 

answered “Here” or “Present”: 

 

 Trustees Bowden, Johnson, Smith, Madsen, Finnegan and Mayor Baldermann 

 

Absent - Trustee Butterfield 

 

QUORUM 

 

There being a sufficient number of members of the corporate authorities in attendance to 

constitute a quorum, the meeting was declared in order. 

 

OTHER OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE 

 

Also in attendance were Village Administrator Kurt Carroll, Village Clerk Laura Ruhl, 

Community Development Director/Assistant Administrator Robin Ellis, Village Engineer 

Will Nash, Building and Zoning Administrator Warren Rendleman, Director of Public 

Works Brian Williams and Chief of Police Bob Sterba. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

DISCUSSION OF CHICKENS IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

 

Mayor Baldermann reported that he had received an email from a resident regarding 

chickens in residential districts.   

 

Ms. Ellis reported that Staff put together a table showing which communities allow 

chickens in residential areas.  None of our immediate neighbors permit chickens. The 

closest is Homer Glen but they are only permitted in their rural residential districts which 

have a 2½-acre minimum lot size. Lemont allows chickens on a minimum 1-acre lot. 
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When we looked at the research, and looked at a typical single-family residential lot in 

New Lenox, Staff thought it was impractical to try and apply those standards to our 

minimum lots. For example, the minimum lot size in an R-2A District is 10,500 square 

feet which is just under a quarter acre.  

At that time Mayor Baldermann asked if there were any residents that cared to 

speak.  

 

Eddy Camalieri addressed the Board requesting the Village allow chickens in New 

Lenox. He said he understood that having chickens was legal in New Lenox Township. 

Mr. Camalieri went on to discuss his reasoning for his request to allow chickens in New 

Lenox.  

 

Trustee Bowden asked if there were any restrictions of how many chickens were allowed 

in the communities that did allow them. New Lenox currently has restrictions on how 

many pets a resident is allowed to have. She said she hates to open a door to having an 

unlimited amount of chickens but having a number of dog’s restriction.  

 

Mr. Camalieri stated he checked and most communities are like New Lenox as far as how 

many dogs a resident can have. They all have some type of restrictions.  

 

Trustee Johnson stated after reading Ms. Ellis’ report most of towns that allow chickens 

do have a restriction on how many you can have.  

 

Ms. Ellis noted that most of our residential subdivisions have underlying covenants and 

restrictions through their Homeowners Association which most likely prohibit the 

keeping of farm animals.  

 

Mr. Camalieri said he understood the fears and concerns and went on to discuss the 

advantages of owning chickens which included health. 

 

Mayor Baldermann noted that there has not been a great outpouring of support for having 

chickens. He said he thinks there would be a far greater population that don’t want them. 

 

Ms. Ellis stated that Will County recently amended their ordinance to allow chickens 

with restrictions.  

 

Trustee Smith stated there has been a few requests for bee keeping and he feels if we 

allow chickens then we have to allow bee keeping and include other farm animals. 

 

Mayor Baldermann stated there are a lot of people that feel the same as Mr. Camalieri, it 

just hasn’t been a pressing issue for New Lenox.  

 

Trustee Bowden commented that if the Board doesn’t approve this please don’t think the 

Board isn’t concerned with health. 

 

Trustee Smith commented there are a minority of residents that don’t take care of their 

animals the way they should which will cause complaints.  

 

Mr. Camalieri stated that he understands but it’s not fair to them because there are plenty 

of towns that allow chickens. 
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Mayor Baldermann added there are plenty of cities and towns that do things that New 

Lenox does not want, too. We are happy that you live in New Lenox but that’s why when 

you choose a community to live in you have to do some research.  

 

Trustee Bowden said she has never been approached by residents to have chickens.  

 

Mayor Baldermann thanked Mr. Camalieri for coming to the Board and speaking his 

opinion.  

 

Bill Walter expressed his opinion against allowing chickens in New Lenox. 

 

Trustee Madsen commented on a possibility of a coyote problem. 

 

Mayor Baldermann thanked Mr. Camalieri for coming to the meeting and said this is not 

a favorable issue at this time. 

 

DISCUSSION OF LOCAL BIDDERS POLICY 

 

Ms. Ellis reported it was brought to Mr. Nash’s attention that there are some communities 

that have policies that give preference to local companies that bid on purchasing items or 

construction contracts. Mr. Nash put together information from other communities which 

the majority of them give a preference to a local company provided they are within a 

certain percentage of the lowest non-local bid. Joliet requires the local company to match 

the lowest bid so it won’t cost the city any more by using a non-local bidder. Ms. Ellis 

stated if there is a desire to move forward and ordinance then how do we define local. 

New Lenox has a strong business community but we probably don’t have enough just 

within the Village limits to really justify this. Joliet looks at the three county level and 

they also have a formal pre-qualification process.  

 

Mr. Carroll added we did utilize something along this line for the Police Station. 

 

Mayor Baldermann said he personally thinks anytime we are purchasing good or services 

we want to keep it local provided they are qualified. He said we will have the Village 

Attorney work on a draft ordinance that would address our concerns.  

 

Trustee Smith agreed but would like to keep it in the township and the bidder has to be at 

least second or third. He went on to say he also wants local people getting the jobs. The 

Board agreed. Trustee Smith stated he would like to see the construction jobs in New 

Lenox to have a 4x8 sheet with the list of all the contractors on the job. He would also 

like New Lenox to look into emailing the contractors working on the jobs to make sure 

they are who they say they are.  

 

Mayor Baldermann said this will come back as a first read ordinance for discussion. 

 

DISCUSSION OF BOOSTER STATION CONSTRUCTION 

 

Mr. Williams reported at the April 25th Village Board meeting all bids were rejected for 

the Well #10 Water Booster Station improvement project. The reason for this was the 

lowest bidder being $127,644 was over the initial engineers estimate at the time the 
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budget was set which was later altered to account for improved changed in the project. 

We re-evaluated the project scope and found a few things we could save money on. Mr. 

Williams said he wants to inform the Board that when we go out for re-bid we probably 

won’t get to the budged amount.  

 

Trustee Smith asked if the engineer is taking a discount on the fees for the amount they 

were off.  

 

Mr. Carroll said there had been some changes to the project and the engineer should have 

gotten us the number before it went out to bid. We looked internally to try and lower the 

costs. We are hoping to below what was bid on the last time but don’t think we will get to 

the budged amount.  

 

Trustee Smith expressed his dissatisfaction with the engineering company. 

 

Mr. Carroll noted there are certain things that we can do to bring the numbers lower. He 

went on to say the engineering company has been informed of this and typically they do a 

good job for the Village.  

 

DISCUSSION OF CROSS CONNECTION ORDINANCE 

 

Mr. Williams reported at the most recent inspection of the Villages water system 

conducted by the IEPA the only deficiency noted was that the Village’s Cross 

Connection Program was not up to the standard they desire. They sent a sample code that 

does contain the content needed to comply. The sample ordinance is similar to 

surrounding communities. Some of the major points are: 

 Defining a cross connection control program 

 Identifying cross connection control devices and where their use is required 

 Customer cross connection device testing and record keeping 

 Internal cross connection device testing and record keeping 

 Outlines the authority of the Village to perform a survey of cross connection 

devices 

 Outlines the authority of the Village to take the actions necessary to eliminate a 

cross connection situation 

Mr. Williams noted that one of the things that was not included in what the IEPA was 

looking for is the filing procedure for abandoning a cross connection. There is a section 

that now show how to go about abandoning that system properly which includes 

inspections by us.  

 

DISCUSSION OF ELECTRONIC RECYCLING 

 

Mr. Carroll reported that many of the recycling programs shut down because the states 

program failing. We will have two options in the near future; Lockport has electronic 

drop-off Tuesday’s and Friday’s from 6:00am-11:00am for Will County residents and 

Will County has worked with the New Lenox Township to open for electronic recycling 

on the first and third Wednesday’s from 5:00pm-7:00pm. We did talk to NuWay for more 

options which will put us back in the electronic recycling business. 
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COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR 

 

No comments or questions from the floor. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to Adjourn the Meeting made by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee 

Finnegan.  Upon voice vote, the motion carried. The Council of the Whole Meeting of the 

Village of New Lenox Board of Trustees held on June 20, 2016 was adjourned at 7:40 

p.m. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Laura Ruhl, Village Clerk     
 

 

 


